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§ 190.15–15 Ventilation for living 
spaces and quarters. 

(a) All living spaces shall be ade-
quately ventilated in a manner suit-
able to the purpose of the space. 

(b) All spaces used as quarters for 
crewmembers and scientific personnel 
shall be ventilated by a mechanical 
system unless it can be shown that a 
natural system will provide adequate 
ventilation. By a natural system is 
meant those spaces so located that the 
windows, ports, skylights, etc., and 
doors to passageways can be kept open 
and thereby provide adequate ventila-
tion under all ordinary conditions of 
weather.

§ 190.15–90 Vessels contracted for 
prior to March 1, 1968. 

(a) Existing arrangements previously 
approved will be considered satisfac-
tory so long as they are maintained in 
good condition to the satisfaction of 
the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion. Minor repairs and alterations 
may be made to the same standards as 
the original design: Provided, That in 
no case will a greater departure from 
the standards of §§ 190.15–5 through 
190.15–15 be permitted than presently 
exists.

Subpart 190.20—Accomodations 
for Officers, Crew, and Sci-
entific Personnel

SOURCE: CGD 95–027, 61 FR 26011, May 23, 
1996, unless otherwise noted.

§ 190.20–1 Application. 
(a) Except as noted below, the provi-

sions of this subpart apply to all ves-
sels contracted for on or after March 1, 
1968. 

(b) Vessels contracted for prior to 
March 1, 1968, must meet the require-
ments of § 190.20–90.

§ 190.20–5 Intent. 
(a) The accommodations provided for 

officers, crew, and scientific personnel 
on all vessels must be securely con-
structed, properly lighted, heated, 
drained, ventilated, equipped, located, 
arranged, and, where practicable, shall 
be insulated from undue noise, heat, 
and odors. 

(b) Provided the intent of this sub-
part is met, consideration may be 
given by the Officer in Charge, Marine 
Inspection to relax the requirements 
relating to the size and separation of 
accommodations for scientific per-
sonnel.

§ 190.20–10 Location of crew spaces. 

(a) Crew quarters must not be located 
farther forward in the vessel than a 
vertical plane located at 5 percent of 
the vessel’s length abaft the forward 
side of the stem at the designated sum-
mer load water line. However, for ves-
sels in other than ocean or coastwise 
service, this distance need not exceed 
8.5 meters (28 feet). For purpose of this 
paragraph, the vessel’s length shall be 
as defined in § 43.15–1 of subchapter E 
(Load Lines) of this chapter. Unless ap-
proved by the Commandant, no section 
of the deck head of the crew spaces 
may be below the deepest load line. 

(b) There must be no direct commu-
nication, except through solid, close 
fitted doors or hatches between crew 
spaces and chain lockers, or machinery 
spaces.

§ 190.20–15 Construction. 

All crew spaces are to be constructed 
and arranged in a manner suitable to 
the purpose for which they are in-
tended and so they can be kept in a 
clean, workable and sanitary condi-
tion.

§ 190.20–20 Sleeping accommodations. 

(a) Where practicable, each licensed 
officer must be provided with a sepa-
rate stateroom. 

(b) Sleeping accommodations for the 
crew must be divided into rooms, no 
one of which must berth more than 4 
persons. 

(c) Each room must be of such size 
that there are at least 2.78 square me-
ters (30 square feet) of deck area and a 
volume of at least 5.8 cubic meters (210 
cubic feet) for each person accommo-
dated. The clear head room must be 
not less than 190 centimeters (75 
inches). In measuring sleeping accom-
modations any furnishings contained 
therein for the use of the occupants are 
not to be deducted from the total vol-
ume or from the deck area. 
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(d) Each person shall have a separate 
berth and not more than one berth may 
be placed above another. The berth 
must be composed of materials not 
likely to corrode. The overall size of a 
berth must not be less than 68 centi-
meters (27 inches) wide by 190 centi-
meters (75 inches) long, except by spe-
cial permission of the Commandant. 
Where two tiers of berths are fitted, 
the bottom of the lower berth must not 
be less than 30 centimeters (12 inches) 
above the deck. The berths must not be 
obstructed by pipes, ventilating ducts, 
or other installations. 

(e) A locker must be provided for 
each person accommodated in a room.

§ 190.20–25 Washrooms and toilet 
rooms. 

(a) There must be provided at least 1 
toilet, 1 washbasin, and 1 shower or 
bathtub for each 8 members or portion 
thereof in the crew to be accommo-
dated who do not occupy rooms to 
which private or semi-private facilities 
are attached. 

(b) The toilet rooms and washrooms 
must be located convenient to the 
sleeping quarters of the crew to which 
they are allotted but must not open di-
rectly into such quarters except when 
they are provided as private or semi-
private facilities. 

(c) All washbasins, showers, and 
bathtubs must be equipped with ade-
quate plumbing, including hot and cold 
running water. All toilets must be in-
stalled with adequate plumbing for 
flushing. Where more than 1 toilet is 
located in a space or compartment, 
each toilet must be separated by parti-
tions.

§ 190.20–30 Messrooms. 
(a) Messrooms must be located as 

near to the galley as is practicable ex-
cept where the messroom is equipped 
with a steam table. 

(b) Each messroom must seat the 
number of persons expected to eat in 
the messroom at one time.

§ 190.20–35 Hospital space. 
(a) Except as specifically modified by 

paragraph (f) of this section, each ves-
sel which in the ordinary course of its 
trade makes voyages of more than 3 
days duration between ports and which 

carries a crew of 12 or more, must be 
provided with a hospital space. This 
space must be situated with regard to 
the comfort of the sick so that they 
may receive proper attention in all 
weather. 

(b) The hospital must be suitably sep-
arated from other spaces and must be 
used for the care of the sick and for no 
other purpose. 

(c) The hospital must be fitted with 
berths in the ratio of 1 berth to every 
12 members of the crew or portion 
thereof who are not berthed in single 
occupancy rooms, but the number of 
berths need not exceed 6. Where all sin-
gle occupancy rooms are provided, the 
requirement for a separate hospital 
may be withdrawn, provided that 1 
stateroom is fitted with a bunk acces-
sible from both sides. 

(d) [Reserved] 
(e) The hospital must have a toilet, 

washbasin, and bathtub or shower con-
veniently situated. Other necessary 
suitable equipment such as a clothes 
locker, a table and a seat must be pro-
vided. 

(f) On vessels in which the crew is 
berthed in single occupancy rooms, a 
hospital space will not be required, pro-
vided that 1 room must be designated 
and fitted with use as a treatment or 
isolation room. This room must meet 
the following standards: 

(1) The room must be available for 
immediate medical use; and 

(2) A washbasin with hot and cold 
running water must be installed either 
in or immediately adjacent to the 
space and other required sanitary fa-
cilities must be conveniently located.

§ 190.20–40 Other spaces. 

Each vessel shall have— 
(a) Sufficient facilities where the 

crew may wash and dry their own 
clothes, including at least 1 sink sup-
plied with hot and cold fresh water; 

(b) Recreation spaces; and 
(c) A space or spaces of adequate size 

on the open deck to which the crew has 
access when off duty.

§ 190.20–45 Lighting. 

Each berth must have a light.
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